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Sindes, Dafles and Manes, as generals in charge of ten or twenty
thousand horse, and in the enjoyment of proportionate Jahagirs.
The foreign mercenaries—Turks, Persians, Abyssians, and Moghuls
—proved more troublesome than useful, and gradually reliance
came to be placed chiefly upon the country Bargirs and Siledar
troops.
Seventhly, another influence was also operating in the same
direction. The Mahomedan rulers in the Deccan took Hindu
wives in their harems. The seventh Bahamani king allied himself
with the Vijaynagar family, and the ninth Bahamani king married
the daughter of the Raja of Sonkhed. The first Bijapur king,
Yusaf Adilshah, took for his wife the sister of one Mukundrao, a
Brahman, and this lady became his chief queen, being known by
the name of Bubuji Khanum, and her sons ascended the throne
after Yusafs death. The first ruler of the Band dynasty at Bedar
got his son married to the daughter of one Sabaji Maratha, who
was a nobleman of some note in the service of the Bahamani kings.
Eighthly, in the same category must be placed the influence
of Hindu converts. The first Ahmednagar king was the son of a
converted Brahman Kulkarni of Patri in Berar, whose family had
entered the service of the Vijaynagar kings. The Brahman surname
Bhairav became Behri, the distinguishing title of these kings, and
they so faithfully remembered their origin that they conquered
Patri and gave it in inam to the Brahman Kulkarnis after a long
struggle with the Berar rulers. The first founder of the Imadshahi
dynasty in Berar was also the son of a Brahman in the service of
Vijaynagar, who was taken captive and became a convert. In
a similar way the first Bedar king of the Barid dynasty was so
loved by his Maratha soldiery that four hundred Marathas became
Mahomedans, and were his most trusted soldiers.
Ninethly, these influences exerted a power which made it
impossible for the Mahomedan powers to retain their bigotry and
fanatic cruelty in the Deccan, and although there were irruptions
of violence now and then, on the whole great toleration was shown
towards their Hindu subjects by these Mahomedan kings, and
gradually both civil and military power came into Hindu hands.
As a consequence, the Mahomedan kings gave inam land to Hindu
temple endowmentts, and Hindu physicians were employed in
hospitals, and in some cases, even grants were given and continued
to Brahman communities. One Murarrao was chief minister at
Golconda about the middle of the sixteenth century, and one
Madan Pandit was similarly a minister in the reign of the last
Golconda ruler, and he effected an alliance between Shivaji and
the Golconda kings against the Moghuls. The Raj-rai family was

